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October 1, 1934 
E. G. WILSON 

706 Standard Building 

ATLANTA. GA. 

HEADQUARTERS SOUTHERN REGION 

706 STANDARD BUILDING 

ATLANTA, GA. 

Dr. Robert E. Speer, 
New York City* 

Dear Dr* Speer: 

Due to my absence from Atlanta so much of the tirae^this is the first op¬ 
portunity I have had to write and express ny deep sympathy for you and Mrs* 
Speer in oonneotion with the sudden and tragic death of youi* son* I think 
there have been few of your friends vdio have been more grieved over the sad 
news and who have felt more keenly for you. I know that this has been the 
greatest sorrow that you have ever been called ipon to face, and am quite sure 
that the God of all Comfort has been your Comfort in this sad hour* None of 
us can understand or explain such things* 

I merely want you to know that one whose life you touched thirty-eight 
years ago at those Student Conferences at Asheville and viiose influence still 
lingers in that life, deeply sympathizes with you in this sorrow* It has never 
been ny pleasure to meet Mrs* Speer but in this hour I feel that I know her and 
wish you would kindly express ny deepest sympathy to her also* 

Yours sincerely. 

EGYI-b E* G* Wilson 
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^'tcclc Creek ^resb^terinit Ch«rrh 

J. M. WALKER. Pastor 

R. A. GRIER 
ROUTE 3. CHARLOTTE. N. C. 

L. L. BROWN 

CLERK OF SESSION 

Se. t. 25, 1934. 

Dr. .Robert E, Speer, 
Executive Secretary, 
i^oard of Foreign Fissions, 
Few York City, N. Y, 

Dear Dr. Speer: 

It was with the dee^pst sorrow Ivlrs. ialker 
and I read in the Presbyterian of the tragic death of your 
beloved son, Dr. Eliot. Our sorrow, I dare say, is the sorrow 
of the whole nation. Around the globe, men and women everywhere, 
have been stunned by the blow. To you and Mrs, Speer and all 
that was his we send our heart/felt sympathy. Our God alone 
can strengthen us for such an hour. May you have that strength. 

Let me again tell you how much we were helped 
by those wonderful addresses of your?at Montreat this sumer. 
In all your long and wondeful career, I feel sure tbe Holy 
Spirit never blessed any series of addresses-^ more that He 
did those, ihey put iron in our veins for our great i>*ission 
task, I thank you for them, and that it was my good fortune 
to hear them. 

iith a heart of sympathy, I am 

Yours in the Faith. 

P. S. Head Psalm 61:2. 
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Septem'ber 23rd, 193^» 

Mr, Robert E. Speer, 
East Northfield, Hass. 

My dear Mr. Speer,- 
The first word of 

Elliott’s death reached us when we saw 
an account of it in a Chicago paper* It 
was a shock to us, for I well remember 
boating with him at Eagles Mere when we 
were boys together, and in more recent 
years admiring him at a distance* Some 
years ago I had the pleasure of taking 
lunch with him and Edward Pulling on 
several occasions, during a summer we 
were all studying at Columbia. 

Having three small sons of our own 
we can faintly imagine how you and Mrs. 
Speer must feel. Evelyn and I want to 
express to you our deepest sympathy, but 
words fail. Possibly you have seen the 
brief Indian thought, which, while lacking 
the comfort which comes thru Christ, is. 
It seems to me very beautiful. 

**The Great Spirit has only taken 
to Him the Man. He will be happy 
in the happy hunting grounds of 
our fathers.The Great Spirit leaves 
the memory of the son He has taken 
to His Tepee.** 

v.„ 

Morris Wistar Wood. 
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Dr Robert E. Speer 

156 Fifth Avenue 

New York* 

Dear Dr Speer 

Otir heart# go out to you in deepest sympathy*We sorrow 

with you--and pray that His comfort may be yours, and in Heaven's measure* 

Sincerely yours^ 

7 
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September 25, 1934* 

Dr. Robert E. Speer, 
Lakeville, 
Connecticut. 

Dear Dr. Speer: 

At the meeting of the Executive Committee 

of the Board of National Missions reference vras made 
to the tragic death of Elliott and it vras voted that 
the Board express its deep sympathy to you. Follow¬ 
ing this action the Board was led in prayer by the 
Rev. T. Guthrie Speers, who in a beautiful prayer 
thanked God for Elliott’s service and prayed that 

divine consolation might be yours. 

Assuring you of the esteem of our 

Board and of our sympathy in your sorrow, I am 

Board of National Missions 

of the Presbyterian Church in the 

United States of America 

156 Fifth Avenue, New York, N. Y, 

Sincerely yours. 
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of the Presbyterian Church in the 

United States of America 

156 Fifth Avenue, New York, N. Y. 

September 19, 1934* 

Dear Dr* Speer; 

I thank you for yotir note of the 18th 
expressing yotir appreciation of the message -which 
•we sent you. We wish we could ha-ve done more, but 
it seemed as thou^ there "sms little that we could 

do. 

As you no doubt know, the staffs of 
the -two Boards gathered on Saturday and prayed 
that God might be your refuge and your strength. 

It surely is a "strange" experience. 
We cannot understand why it ^ould happen, or what 
it all means, but some day we sh-all see not through 
a glass darkly, but face to face. Until that time 
God will give you strength to carry on as He has in 
the days that have passed. 

With deep affection, I am 

Sincerely yours. 

E. Graliam Wilson* 

To- 
Dr* Robert E. Speer, 
Rockledge, 
Lake-ville, 
Connecticut* 
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^Ijnron, ^(nn»gl»nnia 

WILLIAM L, W18HART. MINISTER 

October 4, 1934 

Robert E. Speer, D. D., 
156 Fifth Ave., 
New York, New York 

Dear Doctor Speer 

Remembering your services in the 
past to the congregation, and your Christian 
leadership in the present, the First Church 
of Sharon assembled for.public worship, 
September 16, offered united prayer for you 
and your loved ones. This act arose spon¬ 
taneously out of the report of your great 
loss, and was repeated on succeeding Sabbaths. 

Sincerely yours. 

WEWtCEC 



ClLUlLKS FliEDEiaCK WiSIIAirr 

TnE CoEEEOTi OE' Woosxiiii 

^^’'OOSTER , Onio 

Ofi'ICB of the PnESIDBNT 

October 11, 1934. 

Dear Robert; 

I haven’t written you, but have been thinking 
much of you through these days. Words seem so 
futile. All I can say is that Mrs. Vifishart and 
I have been thinking often of you and Mrs. Speer 
and praying for you. 

I think you have almost more love than any 
human I know and my prayer is that this 
love may bear you up to that realization of the 
Divine Love which is our only shelter in the 
time of storm. 

Don’t trouble to answer this. It is just a 
handclasp across the spaces. 

Affectionately yours 

Dr. Robert E. Speer, 
Board of Foreign Missions, 
Presbyterian Church in the XJ.S.A., 
156 Fifth Avenue, New York City. 



Pr^abytFdan 
420 East 13rtly ^trppt 

Npm lork (fittg 

Rev. David R. Wylie. D. D., pastor 

666 WEST END AVENUE 

SCHUYLER 4-6860 

beptembeor “^Vth 1934, 

Dear -iJr Speer: 

Our hearts are touched hy the sudden hereavemnet, 

iTou have comforted many in times of sorrow. May God comfort 

you. 

Accept my heartfelt sympathy and prayers that; 

the great Shepherd may lead you "beside the still waters," 

Tn the shadows you will be sustained by the 

thought that we will see him in the morning. 

Affectionately your friend. 
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CHARLES WADSWORTH 

120 SOUTH LASALLE STREET 

CH I C AG O 

September 19th 
19 3 4 

My dear Mr. Speer - 

I am deeply shocked to learn of your great 

loss and write to extend my deepest sympa¬ 

thies. 

I regret I am not closer to you so I could 

be of some assistance. 

In sincerity, believe me 

Mr. Robert E, Speer 
c/o Presbyterian Foreign Mission 
New York City, New York 



October 13, 1934 

Mr Henry H. Welles, III., 
75 Avenue Petain 
Shanghai, Ciiina 

My dear Henry; 

Your letter of September 17th was the first letter tnat has come 
froa China since our tragedy and it will be sorae ciays yet before we can hear 
from ^arnie. The cablegraras, of course, froa you and and Jo and from her, 
from Mr, Lobenstine and Mrs. Beebe, from the China Council and froa Rex 
Wlieeler and from the Paoting-fu station, all came sometime ago vsith their 
assurances of loving sympathy and prayer. 

I sent you a copy of a letter wMch I vvrote at once to Mamie and 
Patty. Ths-t letter was an error in some respects as it becaiae clear later 
that Elliott ijad not been shot in the breast as he looked out of the window 
but in the back as he had risen from his chair and turned to take a book from 
tlie shelf behind him. The full charge from tne gun haa sbrucic him soae 
one-half dosen shot in his right arm; another vShot through ti^e heart and 
heavy slug, which had been the deadliest missile and which had torn through 
tiie I'ight chest, severing so/ae of the main blood vessels in the lungs. The 
blow i;iU3t have been so shattering that he felt no pain and was not aware of 
Vifhat had happened; Indeed, 'when your fathei' hurried in and asked wiiat bad 
happened, Elliott’s reply vcas ”1 don’t xnow.” 

its po'wer to 

The rayster^^ is still unsolved but the state is doing everything in 
discover the perpetrator and some of the ablest private ctetectives 

are at work also. 

There have been suspicions, of course, but they have looked in 
directions that seemed incredible and thus far nothing has been <^efinitely 
proved. Soonei* or later surely the mystery "will be solved, but I hope 
that it may be in ways that will not work injury to the School or the cause of 
Horthfield. 

As you will have heard Holly and your falher and .-aother ana 
Eleanor and Margot stayed at Mount Hermon until Wednesday, October 5rd. The 
strain was really too gi’eat there, however, and they wisely came back to Hew 
York and are all at the Croyden. Eleanor and Margot Ixave started in at the 
Spence School, which is not far avfay from the Croyden, and Caroline is in the 
school at Greenwich, living with Kay. It is possible that she may come in to 
join the others in the Spence School after the first semester, or it may be 
better for her to complete the year in Greenwich. 



- 2 - 1924 Mr. Henry H, Welles,III. October 15, 

Thei'e will be e MeiUorial Service at the School on Sunday, 
Novanber lltJi, and I began early this morning the preparation of the 
Memorial address. I have a great vrealth of material which of course 
Cftnciot be used in a brief address butwLich I hope to compile in a full 
biography for the salce of the children - Holly's and yours and Kay^s and 
Patty's. 

I 

With a great deal of love to you and Jo, 

Ever affectionately yours, 

RESsB 

/?■ / 
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Uionte adopted ty the Board oa Septaaber X7, 19M 

The Board rospaidfl ia peraoa&l grief to the aorrofw that haa 
befallen ita beloved Senior Secretary la the tragic death of his son, 
the Rev. Eliiott Spo®r, m September 14th. It assores Dr. «nd Bfrs. 
Speer of Its fellowship with then in this difftcolt hour, coBaendlng 
thoB to that grace of God to rfbdch their long CShtristian seorvlce has 
accustomed them and which will not now fall them. All the members of 
the Board would rejoice to find some €»rfective method of manifesting 
their love and syi^pathy both to the dear friends In America, to the 
daughter in (Silaa, so closely related to the Board, and to the daughter 
in England. We have shared in the fasily^s pride in the son emd his 
Christian character and service sad we :^are therefore in the sorrow 
of lids early transfer from his important earthly work to other seiv 
vice, even though we know him to be in safer and wiser hands than 
ours. Our faith in an overruling love of God and oar assursnce of 
His wider purposes iMch take up into themselves even the wrongs that 
men do and suffer can alone ^teke this unexplained end ruinous tragedy 
endurable. Oar tisoughts Include the great fore© of missionaries fircai 
all Qturches wllJL be toudied and solemnised l;y knowledge of the 
deep valley through i^ch this hous^ld, so beloved amoog Jim, zaust 
go and we join their petiticm for comfort and peace. Th© President 
is recpested to ccmviy our ^spressioa of sff®c1d.€®ote rmfsmbraace to 
Dr. and Mrs. ^eer and also to extend to Mrs. Elliott Speear Its pro¬ 
found sympa-tiy in this sadden bereavement, 

The Board desires Dr. Speer to extend his vacation so long 
as it may seem to hiig wise in order to secure adequate rest for his 
service during the coming year and also to minister in any way to the 
comfort of those Tdio may especially need his care. 
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Sept* 21,1934 

C. W. COLLINS, President 
JOHN THOMPSON, Secretary 
BARRON HALL, Treasurer 
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A. S, TUCKER 
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EDWARD NELLY 
W. D. WOODBRIDGE 

Robert iil.Speer, D.D. 
156 Fifth Ave. 
New York City, 
N.Y. 

My Dear Dr.Speer: 

It is impossible to convey to yon in words 
the deep sympathy of oior hearts to you in the 
great sorrow that has come to you in the^ death 
of your 3on*V/hen a cablegram came from France 
during the "7orld ',/ar telling us of the death of 
son,we felt at first as if tire b»Jinn«wvie 

of all grace sustained our hearts. 
Our sincere prayer is,That you too may be 

kept by that same grace in this deep' sorrow 
that has come to youall. 

,\s the tears come to you eyes again and 
again may rays that come from above shining thru 
them cast for the eyes of your soul the Bow of 
Promise with all its hope ?and beauty. 

./e shall bear you to the Tlirone in our 
churches,and remember you in our private prayers. 

Sincerely 
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STUDENT VOLUNTEER MOVEMENT 
ORGANIZED 1888 — INCORPORATED 1900 

254 Fourth Avenue, New York, N. Y. 

Jesse R. Wilson, Qeneral secretary Raymond P. Currier, Educational secretary James M. Speers, Treasurer 
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Form 90 Adrn. 

State of New York 

Department of Mental Hygiene 

RALPH P. FOLSOM9 D* 

■ UPCRINTENDCNT 
Hudson River State Hospital 

Pouifhkeepsie, N. Y. 
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BUTUemi 
HE PRESIDENT (fl Uetmir-er 0jj Uf «■ 

September 17, 1934 

Dr. Robert E. Speer 
Board of Foreign Missions 
156 Fifth Avenue, New York 

My dear Dr. Speer: 

I have seen with the 
deepest regret and sorrow the account of 
the tragic death of your son Eliot. I 
have personally had no acquaintance with 
him but have followed his career with great 
interest, especially because of his marriage 
to Charlotte Welles. 

I know what hopes you had 
placed in him and I send you my great sym¬ 
pathy in so great a sorrow. 

V/ith warm regard. 

Very truly yours. 

1 
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THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE 

WE S TE RN 
UNION 

R. B. WHJTE NEWCOMB CARLTON J. C. WILLEVER 
PRESIDENT CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT 

The filing time as showD in the date line on full-rate telegrams and day letters, and the time of receipt at destination as shown on all messages, is STANDARD TIME# 

Received at 
r 
GR54 27=CG POTTSTOWN PENN SEP 16 1042A 

ROBERT E SPEERS 

fviTHERMON SCHOOL MTHERMON MASS = 

OUR HEARTS ARE TOO FULL TO EXPRESS OUR SORROW OVER ELLIOTS 

TRAGIC DEATH MARNIE JOINS LIE IN SINCEREST EXPRESSION OF 

SYMPATHY TO YOU ALL ON THIS DAY: 

= J IM WENDELL. 

115 2A 

MINUTES IN TRANSIT 

FULL'RATE DAY LETTER 

-s 
SIGNS 

DL = Day Letter 

NM = Night Message 

NL = Night Letter 

LC = Deferred Cable 

NLT = Cable Night I-etter 

' Ship Radiogram 

S r 

J \ 
Class of Service 

This is a full-rate 
Telegram or Cable¬ 
gram unless its de¬ 
ferred character is in¬ 
dicated by a suitable 
sign above or preced¬ 
ing the address. 

S r* 

THE QUICKEST, SUREST AND SAFEST WAY TO SEND MONEY IS BY TELEGRAPH OR CABLE 



THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE 
1201-S 

WESTERN 
UNION 

R. B. WHITE NEWCOMB CARLTON J- C. WILLEVER 

PRESIDENT    CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD_FIRST VICE»PRESIDENT 

The filing time as shown in the date line on full-rate telegrams and day letters, and the time of receipt at destination as shown on all messages, is STANDARD TIME# 

Received at 

GR32 27=tviS NEWYORK NY SEP 15 927A 

DR ROBERT E SPEER= 

MOUNTHERMON MASS= 

SECRETARIES OF BOARD OF NATIONAL MISSIONS SEND TO YOU AND MRS 

SPEER THEIR DEEP SYMPATHY' IN YOUR SORROW STOP WE WILL NOT 

CEASE TO PRAY ^ FOR Y0U = 

^E GRAHAM WILSON. 

1002A 

MINUTES IN TRANSIT 

FULL-RATE DAY LETTER 

J S 
Class of Service 

This is a full-rate 
Telegram or Cable¬ 
gram unless its de¬ 
ferred character is in¬ 
dicated by a suitable 
sign above or preced¬ 
ing the address. 

S r 

THE QUICKEST, SUREST AND SAFEST WAY TO SEND MONEY IS BY TELEGRAPH OR CABLE 



THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE 
1201-S 

-s 
Class of Service 

This is a full-rate 
Telegram or Cable¬ 
gram unless its de¬ 
ferred character is in¬ 
dicated by a suitable 
sign above or preced¬ 
ing the address. 

S r 

WESTERN 
UNION 

R. B. WHITE NEWCOMB CARLTON J- C. WILLEVER 

PRESIDENT CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD FIRST VICE«PRESIDENT 

The filing time as shown in the date line on full-rate telegrams and day letters, and the time of receipt at destination as shown on all messages, is STANDARD TIME, 

Received at 

GR32 11 NM 3 EXTRA=M ILWAUKEE WIS VIA DLY NEWYORK NY SEP 15 IFULL'RATE I OAYLfcTifcK I I I 
MTHERMON MASS= 

^TERRIBLY SHOCKED BY THE NEWS SEND SINCEREST SYMPATHY-- 

^FREDERICK N WILLSON. 

.606A 

THE QUICKEST, SUREST AND SAFEST WAY TO SEND MONEY IS BY TELEGRAPH OR CABLE 



THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE 
1201-S 

WESTERN 
UNION 

R. B. WHITE NEWCOMB CARLTON J. C. WILLEVER 

PRESIDENT CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT 

The filing time as shosvn in the date line on full-rate telegrams and day letters, and the time of receipt at destination as shown on all messages, is STANDARD TIME* 

Received at 

^R12e 10=ATLANTICC ITY NJ SEP 15 459P 

ROBERT E SPEER= 

EASTNORTHFIELD MASS= 

IM DEEPEST SYMPATHY AND WITH CONSTANT PRAYER FOR YOU ALL 

CHARLES R WATSON. 

417P- 

MINUTES IN TRANSIT 

FULL-RATE DAY LETTER 

SIGNS 

DL = Day Letter 

NM ” Night Message 

NL *= Night Letter 

LC = Deferred Cable 

NLT = Cable Night I-etter 

Ship Radiogram 

r 

j . 
Class of Service 

This is a full-rate 
Telegram or Cable¬ 
gram unless its de¬ 
ferred character is in¬ 
dicated by a suitable 
sign above or preced¬ 
ing the address. 

S r 

THE QUICKEST, SUREST AND SAFEST WAY TO SEND MONEY IS BY TELEGRAPH OR CABLE 



/ Class of Service 

This is a full-rate 
Telegram or Cable¬ 
gram unless its de¬ 
ferred character is in¬ 
dicated by a suitable 
sign above or preced¬ 
ing the address. 

BY DIRECT WIRE FROM 

WESTERN 
UNION 

1223S 

NEWCOMB CARLTON^ PRESTDENT J. C. WILLEVER; FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT 

SIGNS 

DL = Day Letter 

NM = Night Message 

NL = Night Letter 

LCO = Deferred Cable 

NLT = Cable Letter 

WLT = Week-End Letter 

The filing time as shown in the date line on full-rate telegrams and day letters, and the time of receipt at destination as shown on all messages, is STANDARD TIME. 

NBK8 10=MS NEWYORK NY SEP 15 84?A 

DR ROBERT E SPEER= 

LAKEVILLE C0NN= 

HEARTFELT SYMPATHY AND SORROW FOR YOU AND MRS SPEER T0DAY= 

WARREN AND PAULINE WILSON. 

905 A 

<( 
TELEPHONE . 

TELEPJtiONEO TO 

TIME. a 

■ CL L •'' 1 \ \ 

n 0.T0 8t. 
V] — 

PATRONS ARE REQUESTED TO FAVOR THE COMPANY BY CRITICISM AND SUGGESTION CONCERNING ITS 
SERVICE 



THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE 1201-S 

Class of Service 

This is a full-rate 
Telegram or Cable¬ 
gram unless its de¬ 
ferred character is in¬ 
dicated by a suitable 
sign above or preced¬ 
ing the address. 

WE 
UNION 

R. B. WHITE 

PRESIDENT 

NEWCOMB CARLTON 

CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD 

J. C. WILLEVER 

FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT 

SIGNS 

DL — Day Letter 

NM = Night Message 

NL = Night Letter 

LC — Deferred Cable 

NLT — Cable Night Letter 

Ship Radiogram. 

The fihng time as shown in the date line on full-rate telegrams and day letters, and the time of receipt at destination as shown on all messages, is STANDARD TIME. 

DR ROBERT E SPEER: 

iROCKLEDGE LAKEVILLE CONN= 

MASS 17 
MINUTES IN TRANSIT 

FULL-RATE DAY LETTER 

THE OFFICERS AND MEMBERS OF THE ROSEVILLE AVENUE CHURCH 

JOIN ME IN ASSURANCE OF OUR DEEPEST SYMPATHY FOR YOURSELF 

AMD FAMILY IN YOUR GREAT SORROW STOP YOU WERE REMEMBERED 

VERY TENDERLY IN OUR PRAYERS T0DAY= 

WALTER L WHALLON. 

5B9P. 

THE QUICKEST, SUREST AND SAFEST WAY TO SEND MONEY IS BY TELEGRAPH OR CABLE 



THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE 1201-S 

Class of Service 

This is a full-rate 
Telegram or Cable¬ 
gram unless its de¬ 
ferred character is in¬ 
dicated by a suitable 
sign above or preced¬ 
ing the address. 

WESTERN 
UNION 

R. B. WHITE 

PRESIDENT 

NEWCOMB CARLTON 

CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD 

J. C. WILLEVER 

FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT 

SIGNS 

DL = Day Letter 

NM = NigKt Message 

NL = Night Letter 

LC = Deferred Cable 

NLT = Cable-Night Letter 

Ship Radiogram 

The filing time as shown in the date line on fuU-rate telegrams and day letters, and thetimeof receipt at destination as shown on all messages, is STANDARD TIME. 

Received at __ 

NBL64 18 6 EXTRA=AU AUBU RN ^ A AX./^i'lOA A 

17 FULL-RATE DAY LETTER 

■ROCKLEDGE LAKEVILLE C0MN= 

MY HEART IS WITH YOU AND YOURS IN LOVE AND PRAYER T0DAY= 

LILLIAN C WILLI AMS. 

(406P. 

THE QUICKEST, SUREST AND SAFEST WAY TO SEND MONEY IS BY TELEGRAPH OR CABLE 



THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE 1201-S 

Class of Service 

This is a full-rate 
Telegram or Cable¬ 
gram unless its de¬ 
ferred character is in¬ 
dicated by a suitable 
sign above or preced¬ 
ing the address. 

WE S TE RN 
UNION 

R. B. WHITE 

PRESIDENT 

NEWCOMB CARLTON 

CHAIRMAN OP THE BOARD 

J. C. WILUEVER 

FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT 

SIGNS 

DL = Day Letter 

NM = Night Message 

NL ~ Night Letter 

LC == Deferred Cable 

NLT = Cable Night Letter 

Ship Radiogram 

The filing time as shown in the date line on full-rate telegrams and day letters, and the time of receipt at destination as shown on all messages, is STANDARD TIAIE, 

Received at 
1934 SEP 15 PM 7 

MINUTES IN TRANSIT 

FULL-RATE DAY LETTER 

AUA262 8 NM=MILWAUKEE WIS 15 

DR ROBERT E SPEER=i 

PRESBYTERIAN ROOMS 156 FIFTH AVE NYK= 

TERRIBLY SHOCKED BY THE NEWS SEND SINCEREST SYMPATHY^ 

FREDERICK N WILLSON. 

. I9b 

COPY TO MTHERMON MASS 

V 
THE QUICKEST, SUREST AND SAFEST WAY TO SEND MONEY IS BY TELEGRAPH OR CABLE 



THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE 
1201-S 

-S 
Class of Service 

This is a full-rate 
Telegram or Cable¬ 
gram unless its de¬ 
ferred character is in¬ 
dicated by a suitable 
sign above or preced¬ 
ing the address. 

S r R. B. WHITE 

PRESIDENT 

NEWCOMB CARLTON J- C. WTULEVER 

CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT 

The filing time as shoiTD la the date line on full-rate telegrams and day letters, and the time of receipt at destination as shown on all messages, is STANDARD TIME. 

Received at 1934 SEP 16 PM 11 28 

^C584 46 NL=TDVV1 LAKEFOREST ILL 16 

R E SPEER= 

156 FIFTH AVE NYK= 

MINUTES IN TRANSIT 

FULL'RATE DAY LETTER 

THIS EVENING READ ACCOUNT ELLIOTTS DEATH BY HAND OF ASSASIK 

STOP TOO STUNNED TO EXPRESS GRIEF AT BLOW YOU HAVE SUFFERED 

STOP I KNOW YOU AND MRS SPEER WILL MEET SITUATION WITH 

UNBREAKABLE FAITH IN THE FATHER WITHOUT WHOSE NOTICE MOT A. 

SPARROW FALLS TO GR0UND= 

WILL WALLACE. 

THE QUICKEST, SUREST AND SAFEST WAY TO SEND MONEY IS BY TELEGRAPH OR CABLE 
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MOUNT KISCO 

NEW YORK 
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C-WAlk-er,Minister 

The Market Square Presbyterian Church 

Harrisburc. , Pennsylvania 

^->^.(j/c~/f^ V, 



BIRCHWOOD 

SAUGATUCK, CONN . * 

TEL. WESTPORT 3155 
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THOMAS w. Hotchkiss 

118 PINE STREET 

PEEKSKILU. N. Y. 

TEL. 1452 
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>1-. 
SHANGHAI AMERICAN SCHOOL 

AVENUE RETAIN. SHANGHAI. CHINA 
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Apt. 82. The Connecticut 

1150 CONNECTICUT AVENUE 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 
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LC MR AND MRS ROBERT SPEEB= 

ENGLEWOOD (NJ)= 

MINUTES IN TRANSIT 
FULL.RATE DAY LETTER 

Class of Service 

This is a full-rate 
Telegram or Cable¬ 
gram unless its de¬ 
ferred character is in¬ 
dicated by a suitable 
sign above or preced¬ 
ing the address. 

-S 
SIGNS 

DL = Day Letter 

NM — Night Message 

NL = Night Letter 

LC = Deferred Cable 

NLT ” Cable Night Letter 

Ship Radiogram 
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TENDER SYMPATHY= 

LUCY JACKSON WOOD. 

729A. 

THE QUICKEST, SUREST AND SAFEST WAY TO SEND MONEY IS BY TELEGRAPH OR CABLE 
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Northfield Seminary 

Founded by D. L. Moody 

East Northfield, Massachusetts 

Principal’s Office 

October 31, 1934 

Dear Dr. and Mrs. Speer: 

I am glad to hear that you can 
plan to be with me when you come to 
Nortlifield for the Memorial Service 
and Trustees' meeting. Please let 
the house be as useful to you as it 
can over those days. 

I am enclosing the Minute read 
to our Seminary faculty at yesterday's 
meeting. All these things seem inade¬ 
quate to us, but I am sure that you 
will appreciate the spirit behind 
them. 

Cordially yours. 

Dr. and Mrs. Robert E. Speer 
24 Gramercy Park 
New York City 
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746 N. CUYLEFJ AVENUE 

OAK PARK. ILL. 

I. M. Y. 

September 16, 1934 

Dr. Robert E. Speer, 
Foreign Mission Board, 
156 Fifth Avenue, 
Kev/ York, Hew York. 

dear Dr, Speer; 

I have just read in the Ohio ago papers the shocking 

and distressing news of the tragedy that has come to your son at his 

home. My heart goes to you and Mrs. Speer at this hour of your sorrow 

and grief. I want to express to you my heartfelt sympathy for you in 

this hour of your grief. 

It is a pity that such a noble son in the height of his 

career in the religious and educational service of his country should have 

been lost. 

My prayers are to our Heavenly Father that He should 

give you grace to endure all the sufferings of the hour. 

Very sincerely yours. 

ii.rY*D (Isaac M. Yonan) 
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(Hite ^UtiUPrsUu 
OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

ALBUQUERQUE 

September 26, 1934 

Dr, Robert E. Speer, Secretary 
Presbyterian Board of Foreign Missions 
New York City 

My dear Dr. Speer: 

I am writing to express to you my deepest 
personal sympathy in the great sorrow that 
has come to you in the loss of your son. 

Sincerely yours. 



THE THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 

PRINCETON, N E W JERSEY 

Samuel M. Zvvemer 

September 20, 1934 

Dr. Robert S. Speer 

P.ockledge 

Lakeville, Connecticut 

My dear Robert : 

Your loving letter of September 13 in your 

own hand deeply moved me and Mrs. Zwemer. He will 

continue in prayer for you and your family. 

As you say, the mystery of death is not the 

greatest mystery, but the mystery of human sin in 

its impact on innocent lives. We pray for you 

often. 

I am sending you enclosed a copy of an article 

which the Archbishop of York sent for TAL iMiOSijLivi 

iiOHLA after my interview. There are one or two 

paragraphs in it that you may like to use. It 

will be published in our January issue. 

With all my heart’s love, 

Your friend 

SiiflZ : B 
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